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Legal and Constitutional Concerns regarding USA Patriot Act and USA Freedom Act
Since the September 11th incident, the government has tried to come up with the best possible strategy that would ensure that the American citizens remain safe and secure and another 9/11 is not witnessed. This includes enacting legislation and policies aimed at improving the Homeland security apparatus and agencies. Such legislation includes the enactment of the USA Patriot Act only six weeks after the 9/11 attacks. Even though the legislation was aimed at improving the government’s response and preparedness to terrorism in the country, this legislation also created a debate regarding the constitutional provisions, including violation of the Fourth Amendment.
Proponents of the USA Patriot Act have asserted that this legislation was designed to help the country avoid another 9/11 attack from happening anywhere within the soil of the United States. As Liu and Doyle (2015) explain, Congress passed the USA Patriot Act six weeks after the 9/11 attacks. However, other people have had different concerns to the extent of the Patriot Act’s application, which sought to widen the government’s base of collecting information, from previously authorized foreign intelligence to greater access to records, spending, and communications of suspected criminals (Liu & Doyle, 2015). As Nemeth (2017) further explains, the Patriot Act was adopted out of a belief that the country’s intelligence was poor and that is why the previous attacks were not prevented. As such, the government wanted to expand its information collection and sharing, which were restricted before.
[bookmark: _GoBack]When the provisions of the USA Patriot Act expired in 2015, the USA Freedom Act was enacted to restore and modify some of the provisions in the Patriot Act. However, all these legislations have been cited to infringe the liberties of Americans that are provided in the Constitution including violation of Privacy rights alluded to in the Fourth Amendment of the USA Constitution. As Nakashima (2013) explains, the government surveillance system supported by the Patriot Act and Freedom Act has helped to unravel more than 50 terrorist plots in the United States. However, as Nemeth (2017) explains, the Patriot and Freedom Acts provide the government with the power to carry out surveillance in four areas, including records searches, secret searches, intelligence searches, and trap and trace searches. These are personal records held by third parties or organizations such as Facebook, bookstores, universities, doctors, and other internet service providers. 
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